
Geneva, May 21st 2014 
 
In the same 134 Session of WHO Executive Board where member states 
celebrate the eradication of poliomyelitis in India and Nigeria, WHO global action 
plan "Better Health for all People with Disabilities 2014-2021" has passed with 
strong support and thus will be forwarded to the WHA in May this year!  
 
ISPRM has contributed to the Action Plan during the several phases of the 
consultation process and during the session by a speech delivered by chair of the 
ISPRM WHO Liaison Committee, Prof. Christoph Gutenbrunner.  
 
We take the opportunity to thank all National Societies for your contribution to 
the Action Plan during the online public consultation and the official consultation 
to the Americas region.  The majority of our proposals are included in the 
document, e.g. the concept of functioning, the dignity of the elderly and the 
inclusion of services research in the data collection chapter as well as the 
concept that rehabilitation must be part of all phases of health service delivery. 
Prof. Gutenbrunner’s, chair of the ISPRM WHO liaison Committee, suggestions 
for the success indicators were implemented, e.g. the number of countries that 
provide research grants on disability. 
 
The Disability Action Plan will allow WHO members states to focus attention on 
removing barriers to improve access to health services and programmes, 
strengthen and extend rehabilitation, habilitation, assistive technologies, 
assistance and support services in the continuum of care, and strengthen 
collection of relevant and internationally comparable data on disability and 
support research grant on disability and related services. 
 
In order to address the main objectives of the Action Plan, ISPRM can strongly 
assist the process by providing basic information about the existing 
infrastructure and resources available for health care of persons with disability 
within countries. 
 
Understanding official number of Physical and Rehabilitation Medicine 
specialists in each member state will facilitate establish the worldwide project 
on the needs of medical doctors specialized in Physical and Rehabilitation 
Medicine.  At the same time, the service delivered by these physicians should be 
aligned and based in the evidence based framework. 
 
Mediante la acreditación de centros de excelencia en el entrenamiento de 
Medicina Física y Rehabilitación, el ISPRM puede suministrar asistencia técnica 
en los países con más necesidades. 
Nosotros compartimos las palabras del Reporte del Director General para el 
Comité Ejecutivo en su sesión 134: “Las demandas sobre la OMS y los Ministerios 
de Salud crecerán solamente como aumento en enfermedades no comunicables, 
edad de las poblaciones, ciudades que devienen más abarrotadas y cambios en el 
clima”. La Dra. Margaret Chan también trató la EB con la necesidad de una “una 
OMS estratégica y altamente selectiva, para alcanzar desempeños excelentes en 
un limitado número de áreas de alto impacto que un menú de enfoque completo 



que diluya las energías y los recursos”. Ella continúa “como estamos viendo, 
obtener y usar la mejor información que puede disparar una cadena de eventos, 
con mejores pronósticos de salud como resultado final. Hemos visto esto más 
dramáticamente en Níger, uno de los más países más pobres del mundo, donde la 
disponibilidad de datos de alta calidad fue instrumental en reducir la mortalidad 
infantil mediante un sorprendente 43%. De hecho, pienso que tenemos 
suficiente evidencia para concluir que cualquier país, no importa cuán pobre, 
puede mejorar la salud si realmente lo desea”. 
 
ISPRM aligns itself with the words on the report of the WHO Director-General 
and would like to be a strong supporter of the WHO Action Plan on Disability. 
 
At the same time, other areas of interest, such as palliative care as a component 
of integrated treatment within the continuum of care and traditional medicine 
are other resolutions that include rehabilitation and the ISPRM has interest to 
also collaborate by counting with the active role of the National Societies and 
each active member! 
 
WHO message on Disability Action Plan:  
 
Stay in touch! Visit our website, join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter.  
 
At the 134th session of WHO Executive Board, 20 Member States - some 
speaking on behalf of regional groupings such as the WHO African Region, WHO 
Eastern Mediterranean Region and Union of South American Nations - voiced 
strong support for the draft WHO global disability action plan 2014-2021. 
  
Member States stressed that disability is an important issue that requires further 
action. The draft plan was judged to be clear, comprehensive and measurable, 
while the consultation process for its development was commended for its 
efficiency, transparency and inclusiveness. 
  
Four nongovernmental organizations also backed the plan: CBM; International 
Society of Physical and Rehabilitation Medicine; Rehabilitation International; and 
World Federation of Occupational Therapists. 
  
The 66th World Health Assembly held in May 2013 had adopted a resolution 
calling for better health care for people with disabilities and requesting the WHO 
Director-General to prepare a comprehensive WHO action plan in consultation 
with United Nations organizations and Member States. The plan was to be based 
on the recommendations of the World report on disability and in line with the 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
  
The draft action plan has the following three objectives: 
• to remove barriers and improve access to health services and 
programmes; 
• to strengthen and extend rehabilitation, habilitation, assistive technology, 
assistance and support services, and community-based rehabilitation; 



• to enhance collection of relevant and internationally comparable data on 
disability and support research on disability and related services. 
Across the world, more often than their non-disabled peers, people with 
disabilities do not receive the health care they need and have poorer health. 
People with disabilities are more than twice as likely to find healthcare 
providers' skills and facilities inadequate; nearly three times more likely to be 
denied health care; and four times more likely to be treated badly. The WHO 
global disability action plan 2014-2021 seeks to address these disparities. 
  
The plan will be discussed at the 67th World Health Assembly in May 2014.   
   
WHO global disability action plan 2014-2021 
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Happy 2014 to all! 
 

Marta Imamura MD PhD 
ISPRM President 

 


